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Equipment Readiness Exercise 
Always Ready! Are you?  The City’s Emergency Management team conducted an exercise of 
recently acquired equipment. In an effort to be Always Ready the City staff facilitated an 
equipment readiness exercise on Tuesday, November 3, 2015.  Personnel from Police, Fire, 
EMS, Public Works, and Parks all participated to set up and exercise tents, generators, porta-
ble AC units, vehicles and forklifts. All of the equipment exercised was acquired through the 
government’s 1033 Program. The 1033 Program was created by the National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 1997 as part of the U.S. Government's Defense Logistics Agency Disposi-
tion Services (DLA) to transfer excess military equipment to civilian law enforcement agen-
cies.  The City of Alvin received this equipment at little to no cost to the tax payers, while 
providing increased response during an emergency. This equipment can be used to operate a 
Point of Distribution (POD) after a hurricane. Some of you may remember after hurricane 
Ike in 2008, the City established a POD at the Alvin ISD bus barn. The tents we now have 
on hand will allow for drive through service, providing a safer working environment for city 
staff. This equipment can also be used to temporarily shelter displaced residents, house first 
responders and relief workers. We hope that we will never need to use this equipment.  How-
ever, to remain ready, we must maintain and improve our ability to respond to whatever may 
come.  

The City of Alvin conducts three exercis-
es a year to stay ready and prepared. 

What do you do to stay 
ready? Do you have an 
emergency kit at home? 
Are all of your im-
portant papers protect-
ed with copies in differ-

ent locations? Do you have a family 
plan on where you will go or who to 
contact if there is no power or phone 
lines? For more information on how 
to be prepared go to: http://
www.ready.gov/texas. 
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“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.”  Henry Ford 

Newsletter Sponsor: 

In this issue: 

 Equipment Readiness 

Exercise 

Page 2 

 Boards & Commission 

Members Needed 

 Discarding Your Christ-

mas Tree Properly 

Notification Services!!!  Do 
you want to receive im-
portant phone/text/email 
messages of public interest 
from the City of Al-
vin?   Notification services 
by Blackboard Connect will 
keep you up to date on im-
portant information from 
the City. Be sure to register 
your mobile phone number 
so that you may be reached 
and stay up to date with 
important lifesaving infor-
mation in the event of an 
emergency.  

To sign up, please visit our 
website at www.alvin-tx.gov 
and look for the Sign Up 
Now . 

 

For more information, 
please contact the City 
Clerk Office at 281-388-
4255. 

Readiness Exercise 

November 3, 2015 
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City offices will be closed December 23rd & 24th and December 

30th & 31st in observance of Christmas and the New Year.   

Discarding Your Christmas Tree Properly 

The City of Alvin encourages citizen participation in municipal government and welcomes 
your interest in serving on a city board or commission. City Council will appoint citizens to 
serve on the various boards and commissions in December.  Citizens interested in serving on 
one of the following boards or commissions must complete a Consent and Willingness to 
Serve Form.  To obtain a Consent and Willingness to Serve Form, contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (281) 388-4255 or visit the Boards and Commissions page on our website at 
www.alvin-tx.gov.  The following boards may or may not have vacancies.  

  

 

 

If you would like to serve on a particular board or commission in which there are no open-
ings at this time, please note that vacancies do occur throughout the year.  Your application 
will be kept on file for one year.   

 
 
 
 
Season’s Greetings! 
 

Tis the season to be jolly! We at Progressive Waste Solutions want to thank you for another 
great year of allowing us to serve the Alvin community. It is a privilege to call Alvin, Texas 
our home! Below, we have provided some helpful tips on the proper disposing of your 
Christmas tree. 
 

Tree Removal 
Don’t wait for your tree to dry out before removing it. As trees dry out, they become more 
likely to cause house fires. First, remove the tree stand, tree skirt, all ornaments and lights 
before throwing out your live Christmas tree. Have a bucket or other large container nearby 
to dump water that may have collected in the tree stand. 
 

Next, use a large, plastic tree bag to cover the tree before removing it from the inside of your 
home. You can also use an old blanket or sheet to wrap around the tree. This will prevent 
needles and sap from making a mess on your carpet or hardwood floors. 
 

Finally, carry the tree to the curb, making sure not to obstruct any roads or sidewalks. Pro-
gressive Waste will collect them on your normal Heavy Trash Day.  To view when your heavy 
trash pickup day is go to http://www.alvin-tx.gov/default.aspx?name=ub.trash or call Progres-
sive Waste at 281-331-0810. 
 

 

Boards and Commission Members Needed 

 Animal Shelter Committee 
 Library Board 

 Parks & Recreation Board 

 Planning Commission 
 Senior Citizens Board 

What to do when an emer-
gency vehicle is approaching: 
1. Stay Calm!  Do not slam 

on the brakes or pull 
over suddenly. 

2. Listen for the direction 
in which the vehicle is 
coming. 

3. Put on the right turn 
signal, and begin to 
move to the right if possi-
ble. 

4. Pull off to the right-hand 
side of the roadway, and 
turn on the vehicle haz-
ard flashers. 

5. Remain stopped. 
 
What to do after an emergen-
cy vehicle passes: 
 
1. Turn off the vehicle 

hazard flashers and turn 
on left signal. 

2. Begin to merge back 
onto the roadway when 
it is safe. 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.”  Henry Ford 
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Would you like to receive the  

newsletter and other infor-

mation by email from the City 

of Alvin?  If so, sign up on the 

City’s website www.alvin-tx.com  
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