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City of Alvin
2016 Flood Awareness Update

1.
LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD - The purpose of this notification is to inform you of flood hazards associated with our local drainage-ways (Mustang Bayou, Chocolate Bayou, etc.) and suggest possible actions you can take to protect yourself.

Alvin has a long history of flooding.  In addition to our normal rainfall, we are often inundated by rain from Tropical Depressions, Storms, and Hurricanes.  Some of the most devastating events include:

· 1961 – Hurricane Carla flooded 402 square miles of Brazoria County and caused over $75 Million dollars in damage
· 1979 – Alvin recorded the greatest 24-hour rainfall in the United States, with 43 inches of rain

· 2001 – Tropical Storm Allison produced 27 inches of rain and produced widespread damage in the City

The City of Alvin has FEMA maps that designate flood zones within the city.  The maps are available for viewing anytime on our website @ http://www.alvin-tx.gov/ , or from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday –Thursday in the Community Development Department at 1100 West Highway 6, Alvin, Texas 77511.  Additionally, if you would like a flood zone determination, you can come by or call 281-388-4279.  

2.
FLOOD SAFETY - Flooding can occur with little warning.  In order to mitigate the hazards of flooding:

· Know the flood warning procedures.

· Plan escape routes to high ground.

· During heavy rainfall, monitor the level of water in the drainage-way.  Stay tuned to radio or TV for possible flood warnings.

· Evacuate the flood hazard area in times of impending flood or when advised to do so by the police or fire departments.

· Do not attempt to cross a flooding stream on foot or by car.
· Remember TADD - Turn Around, Don’t Drown!
· If your car stalls in high water, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground.

· Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.

· Keep children away from flood waters, ditches, culverts and storm drains.

3.
FLOOD INSURANCE - Your homeowner’s insurance policy will not cover losses due to flooding.  Alvin participates in the National Flood Insurance Program, which makes flood insurance available to everyone in the City.  For many people, their home and its contents represent their greatest investment.  We strongly urge you to buy flood insurance to help protect yourself from devastating losses due to flooding.  Information about flood insurance can be obtained from your insurance agent.  You do not have to live in the floodplain to qualify for flood insurance.  Property owners can insure their buildings and contents and renters can insure their possessions.  Just because your house hasn’t flooded in the past doesn’t mean it won’t in the future.  There is a 30-day waiting period before a flood insurance policy takes effect, so you should call your insurance agent now to find out more.

4.
PROPERTY PROTECTION MEASURES - Methods are available for retrofitting flood prone property such as flood protection levees, elevating existing structures and protection barriers.  Literature is available at the City of Alvin Public Library from FEMA regarding retrofitting.  Emergency measures that can be taken to minimize damage are also explained – including moving furniture and sand bagging.

5.
NATURAL AND BENEFICIAL FUNCTIONS - The term “floodplain” often carries a negative connotation because of past experiences with flooding; however, the natural characteristics of a floodplain provide beneficial functions as well.  Floodplains serve to protect the value of our water resources, living resources, and cultural resources.   They also protect natural flood storage and provide conveyance, water quality maintenance, and groundwater recharge.  In our creeks in Alvin, they also provide for breeding, nursery, and feeding grounds for fish and wildlife, as well as a source of nutrients for nearby wetlands.

6.
MAP OF THE LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD - The Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) shows the 100-year floodplain (AE), the 500-year floodplain (Shaded X), and areas outside of the designated floodplain (Unshaded X).  It is available for viewing on the City’s website at http://www.alvin-tx.gov/ under Floodplain Information.  The 100-year floodplain is the area that is prone to flooding and has a 1% chance of being flooded in any given year.  The 500-year floodplain is the area that is prone to flooding with a 0.2% chance of being flooded in any given year.  Smaller floods have a greater chance of occurring in any year and can still create a significant flood hazard to people and property close to the creeks.     

7.
FLOOD WARNING SYSTEM - The City of Alvin has the following programs in operation in the event of a major flooding event:  The Mayor, Police and Fire Departments use CTY-Connect, a telephone and email-based warning system to provide flood warnings.  Also, KTRH and KPRC provide current weather information for the Alvin Area.  

8.
FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMITS - The City of Alvin has a Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance that requires a Development Permit for building, excavation, filling, paving, grading, or otherwise developing in the floodplain.  A Development Permit submittal must contain a Grading Plan.  The Grading Plan must show existing topographic information, all proposed development work, and be signed and sealed by a registered Professional Engineer.  Contact the Permits Department or visit our website at http://www.alvin-tx.gov/   prior to any such development to obtain permits and information.  Citizens should also report any illegal floodplain development to our office at 281-388-4282.
9.
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE, SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT - Per the City’s Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance:

· Substantial Damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50% of the market value of the structure before damage occurred.

· Substantial Improvement means any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the structure either before the improvement or repair is started, or if the structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage occurred.

New construction and Substantial Improvements shall be constructed in compliance with the City’s Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance or be subject to a fine not exceeding $2,000 per day per violation.

10.
DRAINAGE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE - The City of Alvin, Brazoria County, Brazoria County Conservation and Reclamation District #3, Brazoria County Drainage District #4, and Brazoria County Drainage District #5 all have jurisdiction within the City of Alvin and provide regular maintenance to all of the drainage ways.  Citizens should report any debris or blockages to the appropriate agency for removal.  Keeping the drainage-ways clear in the event of a flood can help minimize potential damage.  

City of Alvin Street Department








281-388-4253
Brazoria County Conservation and Reclamation District #3 http://bccd3.com/CMS/

281-331-3433

Brazoria County Drainage District #4 
http://www.pearland-drainage.dst.tx.us/  

281-485-1434

Brazoria County Drainage District #5 
http://www.bcdd5.com/




281-369-0071

Brazoria County Engineering Department http://www.brazoria-county.com/engineer/index.asp  
979-864-1265 
11.
OTHER INFORMATION

Federal Emergency Management Agency:

www.fema.gov

Texas Department of Emergency Management:

www.txdps.state.tx.us
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Community Rating System (CRS)

The Community Rating System (CRS) program was created by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to provide further incentives for additional activities by communities that reduce flood losses and support the sale of flood insurance.  Any community participating in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) may apply for CRS classification in order to obtain flood insurance premium rate credits for its residents.  The community must demonstrate that it is implementing floodplain management and public information activities that exceed the minimum requirements of the NFIP.  

Today, there are almost 20,000 communities in the NFIP and over 1,000 communities in the CRS.  Based on these numbers, those in CRS represent the top five percent of the nation’s flood prone communities.  The City of Alvin is applying for the CRS Program in 2011.   

Communities may apply for CRS classification in order to obtain a reduced flood insurance premium rate for their residents.  Alvin has demonstrated that it is implementing floodplain management and public information activities exceeding the minimum requirements of the NFIP.  If you carry flood insurance, check with your agent for the lower premium cost.  If you don’t participate in flood insurance, now is a great time to start.

This information has been compiled for citizens and property owners within the city limits of Alvin as a part of this application process.  The purpose of this article is to inform you of the flood hazards associated with flooding and suggest possible actions you can take to protect yourself.

NOTES:

1.
The number below is the National Flood Insurance Program Community Number for the City of Alvin.  With this number referenced on your flood insurance policy, you are assured of getting the discount earned by the City’s participation in the Community Rating System.  Please be sure this number is referenced on your flood insurance policy:  Community Number: 485451
2.
Completed elevation certificates are available in Community Development.

This notice is a public awareness project as a part of the National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System.  For more information, call 281-388-4279.
2016 FEMA Flood Zone Map
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