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Development Facts
Alvin prides itself on its great quality of place that has much to offer in recFiscal Year 2020
reation and entertainment. Our Parks and Recreation programs include
something for all ages. Art & fitness programs, adult kickball, food truck (Oct 01, 2019 - Sep 30, 2020)
frenzy, and farmer’s market days are just a few offerings this time of year.
Walking trails, beautiful old oak trees, and quiet places for relaxation and
Building Permits & Values
enjoyment are all around. So, whether day or night, you will find fun
throughout our 13 parks where family and friends gather. Our civic clubs
New Commercial
and foundations put on many community-wide events like Frontier Day, Men
Permits
Who Cook, and Alvin Music Festival, among others.
$29.9 Million

2020 Alvin State of the City

New Residential
Permits
$49.1 Million
Commercial Remodels/Additions
Permits
$19.4 Million
Current Home Builders
in Alvin

Anglia Homes
CastleRock Communities
Centex Homes
Devon Street Homes
K. Hovnanian Homes
M/I Homes
Rausch Coleman Homes
Saratoga Homes
Development Highlights
Fiscal Year 2020
45 Planning Development
Meetings
City of Alvin elected officials, State of Texas elected officials and Alvin-Manvel
Area Chamber of Commerce representatives pose for a picture following the
2020 Alvin State of the City address on October 13, 2020.

The annual Alvin State of the City address was hosted by the Alvin-Manvel
Area Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday, October 13th. This event was
both in-person and virtual, observing all social distancing measures, and
allowed those that could not attend to view through YouTube. Mayor Pro
Tem Joel Castro, Economic Development Director Larry Buehler and City
Manager Junru Roland gave a presentation highlighting some of the successes of the previous fiscal year while also providing a preview of what is
on the horizon for the next year.

This year’s theme was “Resilience Because of You” due to so many accomplishing great things to keep our economy running and moving forward during these difficult times. One can really see the Alvin spirit and pride at
work. Our chemical manufacturing plants to the
(See Alvin on Page 2)

290 New Housing Permits Issued
Kendall Lakes - 48 Completed
Martha’s Vineyard - 51 Completed
Mustang Crossing - 47 Completed
Alvin’s
Largest Employers
Alvin ISD
Empereon
Alvin Community College
Wal-Mart
Ascend Performance Materials
INEOS Olefins & Polymers
RiceTec
Ron Carter Automotive
TEAM, Inc.
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2020 Alvin State of the City
Alvin
Continued from Page 1
southeast of the city created 125 new jobs over
the last year. Sales tax revenue continues to
steadily increase. The City collected an estimated
$8.4 million in sales tax revenue in fiscal year
2020, which is an increase of 8.7% from 2019.
Growth has also been the result of the steady addition of quality residential developments. The
City issued 290 new housing permits during 2020
equaling $43.9 million in value. Residential remodels/additions equaled $2.1 million.
New
commercial & commercial remodels/additions
equaled $49.4 million.
There are seventeen new retail and commercial
projects that are underway or planned. Harbor
Freight, MyLeigh’s Café on 6 along with downtown businesses 1820 Coffee House and The Venue on Sealy are adding more varieties for our citi- City of Alvin City Manager Junru Roland addresses atzens and visitors. Cline Crossing, located on East tendees during the annual City of Alvin State of the City
Highway 6 across from Home Depot, will be adding a new 117-unit Class A apartment development.
The City of Alvin continues to invest in its infrastructure. The City has completed several large
projects that include the $2.7 million ground water storage tank and $4.7 million of other waterline and lift station improvements. Other improvements include a Texas General Land Office
grant for new generators and continuing our
2020 sidewalk improvements and concrete & asphalt roadways improvements.
Park improvements included replacement of playground components at Ruben Adame Park &
Talmadge Park and LED lighting for the Bob S.
Owen Pool. In our new budget, Council authorized to replace the aging ballfield lights at Pearson Park with a new LED lighting project. This
will help attract more tournaments to our city.
The 2020 Alvin State of the City address was
capped off with City Manager Junru Roland sharing what each city department has accomplished
and highlighted many of the city employees he
says are our greatest assets. Come take a new
Mayor Pro Tem Joel Castro addresses attendees during look at our community. It is a great place to lothe annual City of Alvin State of the City address on Octo- cate your business and grow with us.
ber 13, 2020.
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New Funding Available for
Business Improvement Grant
The City of Alvin’s new fiscal year began on October 1, 2020,
which means that new funding is available to eligible businesses for the Business Improvement Grant. Fiscal year
2021 provides $50,000.00 of funding for the grant program,
which is available to new or existing downtown businesses
and new or existing businesses located along the Gordon
Street corridor from FM 1462 to State Highway 6. The purpose of the grant program is to promote the development
and expansion of new and existing business enterprises
within these areas of Alvin, and to enhance the economic
welfare of the citizens of Alvin. The Business Improvement
Grant is a 50/50 matching grant program that will reimburse
eligible projects following the completion of approved improvements. The goal of the grant program is to see exterior improvements that will be visible to citizens and patrons
from the street. This will be the 5th year that the City of Alvin has offered the grant program, and to date it has resulted
in $133,912.26 in private investment into downtown businesses and businesses located on Gordon Street. Past recipients that have completed improvements include Gordon
Street Tavern, Corey’s Kitchen (Scopel Square), Fade Stop Barber Shop, Stanton’s Shopping Center, Tommaso’s Italian Restaurant, Jodie’s Hair Center, Rocket Boom Coffee, Alvin Seafood & Grill and Patco Hardware & Lumber. TDEC, Inc. has
also been awarded a grant and is currently working on the
approved renovations. The Business Improvement Grant
guidelines, application and maps of eligible business locations can be found under the Economic Development tab on
the City of Alvin’s website (www.alvin-tx.gov) under
“Incentives” on the left hand side of the screen. For more
information on the Business Improvement Grant or if you
have any questions regarding the program, please email
jdearing@cityofalvin.com or call (281) 388-4281.

A rendering of the oversized check that is presented to business
owners following the completion of an approved project.
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Past Grant Recipients
The following businesses have completed projects as part of the City of
Alvin’s Business Improvement Grant
program. The pictures below reflect
the completed project and the scope
of the project. There have been 13
grants awarded since the inception of
the program.

Gordon Street Tavern built a new patio
seating area that replicates the clock
tower across the Depot Centre Blvd.

Stanton’s Shopping Center has received
grants for new signage as well as new
exterior LED lighting.

Alvin Seafood & Grill completed an exterior renovation that included installation of cultured stone and wainscot,
exterior paint and new exterior LED
lighting.
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Agritourism in the Alvin Area
As people become more interested in outdoor activities to learn about
where their food comes from, a new form of tourism is emerging
called “Agritourism.” Agritourism can be defined as a tourism attraction that involves agricultural production, or activity that attracts visitors to a farm, ranch or other agricultural-based business, or events
for entertaining and/or educating visitors while generating a viable
income for the business owner. One of the most popular agritourism
attractions in Alvin and the region is Froberg’s Farm. Throughout the
year, visitors to the farm can enjoy homegrown fruits and vegetables
as well as homemade pies, jellies, preserves and many other sweets
found in the farm store. Froberg’s Farm also offers pick your own
berries during their strawberry and blackberry seasons. Another
agritourism attraction in Alvin is Bayou Wildlife Zoo. The zoo is approximately 80-acres, and they have knowledgeable guides who enjoy
educating guests about animals from all over the world. Bayou Wildlife Zoo offers guided tours on a safari tram that allows visitors to see
everything the zoo has to offer without trekking through the vast
premises on foot. Each ride lasts approximately 30 to 40 minutes,
and visitors will see many types of deer, antelope, buffaloes, camels,
zebras and other exotic animals. This type of tourism has become a
necessary means of income for many agricultural businesses.
Agritourism not
only allows for
economic
impact into the
community, but
also an awareness of the importance
of
conservation
and education
about agricultural
assets.
This type of
tourism helps
educate future
generations on
the importance
of the agricultural
industry
and how it imVisitors enjoy picking their own strawberries at pacts
their
Froberg’s Farm.
lives.
Sign up to automatically receive this newsletter on our
web site www.alvin-tx.gov

Thinking about
Moving Your
Business?
Then Think Alvin!
Larry Buehler, Director
Economic Development &
Government Relations
216 W. Sealy St.
Alvin, Texas 77511
lbuehler@cityofalvin.com
Office 281/388-4242
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