
Often Asked Questions Regarding Signs

1. Do I need a permit to have a garage sale? How many signs can I have?
· NO. You do not need a permit for a garage sale.  You can have ONE sign in the yard where the garage sale is taking place.  You cannot put signs throughout the City of Alvin directing people to your address.  

2. What if my address is hard to find? I need to put them at intersections for people to find us.
· The City of Alvin’s Code of Ordinances prohibits any temporary signs.  You are allowed ONE sign in the yard where the garage sale is taking place.  You cannot put signs throughout the City of Alvin directing people to your address. 

3. I’m a new or existing business, can I put balloons, streamers, banners, or any other temporary signs out?
· NO.  Anything designed to be temporarily installed for ease of removal is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, banners (without a permit), streamers, balloons, snipe/bandit signs, A-frame signs, blow up signs or signs with an air compressor designed to attract attention, flags, pennants, feather flags, etc...  Before you spend the money on a sign, call us so we can help with what is and isn’t prohibited.  

4. I am a business and want to put a banner or other temporary sign on my vehicle and park it in the parking lot or somewhere
    the public can see.  Can I do this?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]NO.  According to City Ordinance, banners can only be placed (with a permit) "firmly against the wall of the building in front of the address receiving the permit."  Furthermore, Section 17 1/2-35(6), entitled "Prohibited Signs," states signs are prohibited from being attached to "any structure used or intended for any other purpose."  So, unless the car is "wrapped" or has been modified permanently to contain advertising, signs are not permitted on vehicles.  This includes balloons, posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners, or other similar devices.  If you have attached a banner or other temporary sign to your vehicle or installed one in the bed of your truck, you may be getting a visit from one of our officers/inspectors.

4.  How will people know I’m open if I cannot use temporary signs to advertise? 
· As a new business, you are allowed 14 consecutive calendar days for “Additional Grand Opening Signage.” We encourage you to utilize this because it allows you to use temporary signage you will never be able to use again.  The way to see if you are eligible to take advantage of the “Additional Grand Opening Signage” is by looking at your Certificate of Occupancy.  If you are within 90 days from the date on the Certificate of Occupancy, you are eligible for the additional signage.  You will need to fill out the “Banner Permit Application” located in the link on our page, submit it to the Code Enforcement Department (you can email it to any of our inspectors or our Administrative Assistant) and wait for the approval before installing the signage.  During this period, you are permitted to use balloons, streamers, flags, oversized banners and temporary signs. This information is also located within the link entitled “Banner/Grand Opening FAQ” on our page. REMEMBER, IF YOU ARE NOT WITHIN 90 DAYS FROM THE DATE ON YOUR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY, ALL OF THESE ADDITIONAL ITEMS ARE PROHIBITED (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SOME BANNERS WITH A PERMIT).  

5. Can I use signs on my windows? 
· You can use signs on your windows provided they do not cover over 50% of all window area.  This does not include window tint without advertisement (words, insignia, symbols, pictures, etc). 

6. We are a non-profit organization. Can we put up temporary signs in the City of Alvin? 
· YES.  As long as they are NOT in the City or State Right of Way or Easement; do not exceed 32 square feet for business establishments or 16 feet for residential properties; installed no more than 30 days before the event and removed within 3 days after the event.  You can use banners for your non-profit special event on the property where the event is held but they cannot exceed 32 square feet, the non-profit special even site cannot have more than 2 banners at all times and the banner can be attached to a permanent building, between freestanding posts or on a fence.  This particular exception is for NON-PROFIT SPECIAL EVENTS ONLY.


