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CITY OF ALVIN 

MAJOR THOROUGHFARE PLAN UPDATE SUMMARY 

MARCH 30, 2016 

 

An update to the City of Alvin’s Major Thoroughfare Plan (MTP) has been completed.  A summary of 

the methodology used and the public involvement process conducted to develop this plan is 

provided below.  Appendix A has the latest exhibits including the MTP with and without an aerial 

background, a comparison of changes made since the March 22, 2016 Public Meeting, and proposed 

typical sections for various functional classifications. 

 

Overview of the MTP 

The MTP is a long-range transportation planning document utilized to guide future planning 

decisions, pursue funding options, and provide input for annual Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

budget.  The plan identifies the existing and potential future roadways within the City Limits and its 

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) by functional classification allowing the City to reserve right-of-way 

(ROW) as development or redevelopment occurs.  What it does not do is identify specific roadway 

projects or a timeline for improvements, if needed.   

 

According to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), planners and engineers have developed 

elements of this network with particular travel objectives in mind.  These objectives range from 

serving long-distance passenger and freight needs to serving neighborhood travel from residential 

developments to nearby shopping centers.  The functional classification of roadways defines the role 

each element of the roadway network plays in serving these travel needs.  Over the years, functional 

classification has come to assume additional significance beyond its purpose as a framework for 

identifying the particular role of a roadway in moving vehicles through a network of highways. 

Functional classification carries with it expectations about roadway design, including its speed, 

capacity and relationship to existing and future land use development.  Federal legislation continues 

to use functional classification in determining eligibility for funding under the Federal-aid program. 

 

Alvin’s MTP identifies six functional classifications.  These classifications include: Major Arterial Toll 

Facility, Major Arterial, Minor Arterial, Major Collector, Minor Collector, and local roadway.  Below is 

a description of each functional classification and the role is serves in the roadway network.  The 

roadways identified within the MTP may not be maintained or controlled by the City of Alvin.   

 

Major Arterial Toll Facility – Is a tolled, controlled access roadway providing a high level of mobility 

between large activity centers in a region.  These roadways are intended for longer trips. 

 

Major Arterial – Provides a high level of mobility with limited access points along the roadway.  They 

are typically intended for longer trips and extend throughout a region.   

 

Minor Arterial - Provides a high level of mobility with increased number of access points along the 

roadway.  These roadways typically are intended for longer trips and may extend throughout a 

region.   

 

Major Collector - Provides a medium level of mobility with a number of access points along the 

roadway.  Typically these roadways are intended for medium length trips connecting local roadways 

to arterials.   
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Minor Collector - Provides a medium level of mobility with many of access points along the roadway 

and are intended for medium to short trips connecting local roadways to arterials.   

 

Local Roadway - Provides the lowest level of mobility with numerous access points to all adjacent 

properties.  Local roadways are any roadway not defined as a higher classification within the MTP 

and are intended for short trips to/from arterials and collectors.   

 

MTP Process 

The Draft MTP was initially developed based on a review of the current MTP from February 2004.  

The plan was reviewed and revised for the City’s current and projected needs based on standard 

planning principles such as roadway spacing and connectivity within the City and to/from adjacent 

jurisdictions.  The Draft MTP was presented to the Advisory Committee for its input throughout the 

project.  The Advisory Committee was comprised of representatives from the City of Alvin, Alvin 

Independent School District, Alvin Police Department, Texas Department of Transportation, Brazoria 

County, and other members of the Alvin community.  The Advisory Committee had five (5) meetings 

during the course of the project to provide input/feedback. 

 

The first presentation of the Draft MTP was to the City Council during a Council Workshop on 

November 5, 2015 seeking input on the Draft MTP.  In addition, the Draft MTP was presented to the 

public during three public meetings held December 1, 2015, February 23, 2016 and March 22, 2016 

at the Alvin Senior Citizens Center located at 309 W. Sealy Street in Alvin, Texas.  The purposes of 

these meetings were to obtain public input/feedback on the Draft MTP.   

 

The Notice of Public Meeting was published in the Alvin Advertiser and on the City’s website.  The 

first public meeting began with a presentation by David Balmos, P.E. followed by an open comment 

session.  A registration desk was located at the entrance of the Alvin Senior Citizens Center where 

attendees were invited to sign-in.  Each person was provided with a pre-addressed comment form to 

share their thoughts regarding the Draft Major Thoroughfare Plan.  There were three ways for the 

public to provide input: comment cards submitted at the public meeting, comment cards mailed to 

RPS Klotz Associates, or an email sent to AlvinMTP@klotz.com.  A two-week comment period was 

provided.  At the second and third public meeting, comments were taken during the meeting 

however, comments cards were not provided. 

 

At each Public Meeting, citizens were given an opportunity to view the various exhibits placed on 

display.  Exhibits at the first meeting included the Draft MTP map with a background of roadways, 

the Alvin city limits, and Alvin ETJ; Draft MTP map with an aerial background, the Alvin city limits, and 

Alvin ETJ; Draft MTP with roadway functional classification delineated; Draft MTP overlaid with the 

existing MTP; and typical sections of the various roadway classifications.  At the second and third 

public meeting, the exhibits included Draft MTP with a background of roadways, the Alvin city limits, 

and Alvin ETJ; Draft MTP with an aerial background, the Alvin city limits, and Alvin ETJ; Draft MTP 

with roadway functional classification delineated; a exhibit which displayed the changed since the 

previous public meeting; and typical sections of the various roadway classifications. 

 

Staff members for the City and RPS Klotz Associates were in attendance to help the residents with 

the maps and to answer any questions.  All verbal questions and comments were immediately 

responded to at the meeting.  The Draft MTP was revised between Public Meetings based on the 

input the public provided.  Several common themes were expressed in the comments received and 

are summarized below:  
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1. Commenters indicated that the proposed MTP would adversely affect their property or 

neighborhood by either requiring their land or changing the characteristic of the neighborhood.  

Many of these comments pertained to the proposed minor collector consisting of the extension 

of CR 146/Shroeder Lane north and eastward to FM 528.  

 

Response:  The alignment of this extension and other new roadways has been reviewed and 

revised as needed.  However, it should be noted that the new roadways will most likely be built in 

conjunction with redevelopment or development of vacant land once ownership has changed.   

 

2. Commenters indicated that more public involvement and education is needed for the community 

to understand the intent of the MTP and the process.  One of the commenters indicated that the 

Planning Commission and other local committees should have been included in the process.   In 

addition, it was unclear how the MTP would be approved. 

 

Response:  The purpose and objective of the Public Meeting was to educate the public about the 

process utilized to develop the MTP, how it will be utilized, and to solicit public input.  The MTP 

will be reviewed by and approved/adopted by the City Council. 

 

3. Commenters suggested specific locations/roadways improvements or concerns.   

a. Suggested widening SH 6 and SH 35. 

b. Does not like the added traffic signals and changes in configuration along the SH 35 

Bypass. 

c. Doesn’t address the existing bottlenecks such as traffic signals at the intersection of 

SH 6 and SH 35 Bypass.  Suggest acquiring/not selling Rights-Of-Way (ROW) adjacent 

to the roadway to add more lanes.  Also recommends all intersections should 

intersect at 90 degrees. 

d. The first priority should be to have Alvin on the interstate system to encourage 

business’s interest in the City of Alvin.  Also, wants the Grand Parkway to be built 

even if it is only partially constructed. 

e. Improve or expand Gordon Street due to it being “outdated’.  Other City’s have 

highways going through their downtown area. 

f. Increase ROW width to 50 feet on Booth Lane, S. South St., and Oak Park Drive  

 

Response:  The MTP is a transportation planning document to guide future planning decisions, 

pursue funding, and provide input for an annual CIP budget development.  The funding of specific 

improvements is not available in conjunction with the plan and improvement or new facilities will 

be funded by developers, City of Alvin’s capital project funds, state funds, or federal funds.   

 

4. Several commenters indicated they would be unwilling to sell their homes for a roadway project 

or would be against using eminent domain. 

 

Response: The MTP doesn’t identify specific properties affected and no resident is being asked to 

sell property as part of this project.  It was indicated that the MTP includes lines on a map to 

provide general information regarding connecting future roadways and is preliminary in nature.  

If a project is deemed feasible and has available funds, a preliminary and final design process to 

fine-tune the roadway alignment will be completed.  The lines shown on the map is an 
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approximate location and the exact alignment of new roadways will be determined in the design 

phase of specific roadway projects.   

 

5. Several comments indicated they would prefer development to not occur within Alvin and they 

don’t want “encroachment” of the City.   Also, several comments indicated they would not want 

increased traffic in their neighborhood or on their street.  One roadway mentioned was CR 145.  

 

Response:  Comments noted. 

 

6. Several commenters expressed support for the project or would like to know what development 

is anticipated and how it can be shaped.     

 

Response:  Comments noted. 

 

7.  Several commenters suggested bike lanes/paths should be included in the MTP.  One 

commenter suggested surveying students and parents to figure out how to get more students to 

bike to school.  

 

Response:  Provisions for bike lanes/paths will be incorporated in the plan through the roadway 

classification criteria.   In addition, the City of Alvin is currently developing the third phase of the 

City’s Hike and Bike Trail.   

 
Enclosures – Appendix A 
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APPENDIX A – EXHIBITS 
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